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Finding Greener Materials:  
Example 2
by Mark Chamberlain, Megan Graham, Natasha Johnston, 
Stacy Parker (2017) 

Note: This is a company-anonymized version of the file. 

Comments: 
Good work. You listed the material being replaced & why, listed 5 

alternatives, had URLs / contact info, and a price on the top pick, which 

is all good.  You also clearly listed the winning choice, had a decent 

argument for it, and placed it all in an easy-to-follow presentation with 

pictures of the winner, which is all great!

Some things to consider: 

1) Is the performance similar to fleece? Does it stretch? How long does it 

last? Did you come across any performance info in your research? 

2) This is an extremely expensive material (probably around 10x as much 

as fleece). 

3) Whole system-wise: Your LCA discussions indicated that electricity use 

from washing & drying was the biggest impact. Cutting electricity impacts 

in half might easily be done with a garment that needs to be washed 

half as often, which might be accomplished with a different material that 

never gets smelly or repels stains. Curious how SeaCell stands up here.  

It’s fine that you didn’t address it, since it’s a non-obvious route to take 

for material substitution and involves big assumptions about user habits, 

but it’s something to think about in coming weeks.
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