ASPIRE
We partner with regional entrepreneurship
ecosystem players to enhance startup support
in their region.

Bring ASPIRE to your region.

Our program is designed for startups that:
have leveraged lean startup methodologies and trainings
have access to incubator and accelerator programs
are working on a plan for a seed round

Network Development:
Leverage the VentureWell global
network of science and technology
innovators, funders, and industry
partners, and our 20+ years of
experience turning inventors into
entrepreneurs.

are building relationships with investors

Regional Requirements
Entrepreneurship ecosystems are dynamic and
collaborative, and our goal is to build on the work that’s
already happening by deepening and growing the
network. Regions that are suitable for ASPIRE include
the following aspects:
Research institution/university with active
entrepreneurship center and track record of spinning
out science and engineering startups
Entrepreneur support organizations specializing in
lean launch methodology
Local angel group and/or investment fund
Vibrant co-working space with conference room and
breakout space for 35-40 people
Relevant industry activity engaged in innovation
(e.g., hospital network, energy service provider,
medical device manufacturer)

Investment Opportunities:
Enhance the quality of investable
opportunities available in your
community and shine the spotlight
on your local startups.

Convening + Collaboration:
Convene local players with common
goals and identify areas for additional
collaboration.

Show Off Your Ecosystem:
Bring investors and mentors who
spend their time on the coasts into
the heart of your community where
innovation is happening.

Economic development groups focused on
innovation and entrepreneurship
VentureWell serves as a convener of these groups, and
the startups they support, in the form of the workshop.
Time contributions are reasonable and typically
complementary to ongoing network development locally.
One of these representatives typically plays a host role
and serves as a primary point of contact.

Getting Started
Contact Christina Tamer at ctamer@venturewell.org
to start a conversation about how VentureWell can
help your innovation ecosystem ﬂourish.
Once workshop dates, funding sources, and venue are
ﬁnalized and secured, VentureWell requires 10-12
weeks to plan and recruit startups and mentors and
make appropriate travel arrangements.

Program Cost
VentureWell can subsidize the program thanks to our generous
funders including The Lemelson Foundation, The Kauffman
Foundation, and The Autodesk Foundation. For long-term
engagements, we seek cost share contributions from the community.

Learn more: venturewell.org/aspire

